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Delany Scholars Program 

Woodland Hills School 

District 

with our discussion as we 

want to extend these con-
versations beyond the school 

day.  We are excited to fur-
ther develop this part of the 

Delany Scholars Program.  

 To see the names of 

our Delany Scholars who 
have met the expectation of 

a 3.5 GPA for the first se-
mester of the 2012 - 2013 

school year see the page 

four article , 

DSP Scholars On the Move. 

              

 Reginald Hickman 

DSP Program Director 

The Strive to Achieve the Goal of a 3.5 GPA 

DSP All Day/Everyday Academic Initiative Takes 

Shape 

 The Delany Schol-

ars Program is off to a 
great start!  We are work-

ing very closely with our 
Scholars at each building 

throughout the Woodland 
Hills School District to 

offer academic support 
and direct instruction.  
We have found our inter-

actions with teachers, 
principals, and staff to be 

very supportive.  Most 
importantly, we have no-

ticed growth and develop-
ment in our Scholars.  

However, there is more 
work to do. Namely, each 

student needs to continue 
to strive and achieve the 

goal of a 3.5 GPA.  This 
will be achieved by stu-

dents paying attention in 
class, taking notes, com-

pleting assignments, and 
studying.  Parents, please 
continue to push your 

sons to their academic limits.  

And remember, the Delany 
Scholars Program is here to 

support your child in any way 

we can. 

 In the near future 
parents can expect to see and 

hear about specific lessons 
that we have assigned to the 

young men.  Our sixth grade 
scholars are beginning to read 

a collection of short stories 
entitled 12 Brown Boys by 

Omar Tyree.  This book 
looks at different aspects of 
life from the vantage point of 

12 boys around 12 years old.  
Also, we have explored topics 

of character and entrepre-
neurship with our seventh 

and eighth graders.  With the 
end of football season we 

begin the same process with 
our Senior High School schol-

ars.  For some lessons, the 
young men will be assigned to 

engage someone at home 

there the DSP All Day/

Everyday  Academic Initia-
tive was born.  The goal of 

the initiative is to further 
engage DSP students be-

yond the allotted time of 
the typical school day.  

(cont. page 2) 

Life has taught us all that 

learning has no set sched-
ule. Learning can take 

place at any given place or 
time.  So why should we 

limit our scholars to only 
engaging in the academic 

learning process during 

school hours?   

 This was the no-
tion of DSP Assistant Di-

rector Mike Morris when 
he brainstormed the idea 

of getting students to-
gether on the weekend for 

a study session. From 

Timely Quotes 

“The question is not 
whether we can afford 

to invest in every child; 

it is whether we can 

afford not to.” 

 

Marian Wright 

Edelman 

Founder/President  of 

The Children‟s  

Defense Fund 

 

“Education is a matter 

of building bridges.” 

 

Ralph Ellison 

Author  
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DSP All Day/Everyday Academic Initiative Takes 

Shape, (cont. from page 1) 

DSP Staff  has „Courageous Conversations‟ with 

Woodland Hills Staff About the Achievement Gap 

skills and even offer words 

of praise and encourage-
ment for the groups ef-

forts.  

  M r .  M o r r i s ‟ 

weekend tutoring was a 
success.  At the conclu-

sion of the tutoring ses-
sion Ms. Sanders said, 
“...An excellent pro-

gram...we should do it 
once a week.  The kids 

had fun and they were 
there for three hours and 

didn‟t even know it.”   

To get the DSP All Day/

Everyday Academic Initia-
tive rolling Mr. Morris 

contacted a number of 
our DSP high school stu-

dents to do academics on  
a Sunday afternoon.  Ms. 

Marlene Sanders, mother 
of Delany Scholars Miles 
and Kobe Sanders sug-

gested that they meet at 
Barnes and Nobles in the 

Waterfront.  From there a 
time was scheduled and 

Mr. Morris and a group of 

DSP high school students 

including ninth graders  
Micah Acrie, Miguel 

Cobbs, and Miles Sanders 
and eleventh grader 

Trevon Mathis met and 
tackled math in a Sunday 

tutoring session. 

 Mr. Morris said 
that the students‟ work 

even captured the atten-
tion of many of the book-

stores patrons.  Many of 
them had tuned in to test 

their own mathematics 

an opportunity for every-

one to both teach and 
learn about best practices 

regarding culturally rele-
vant pedagogy, equity for 

African American students 
and the closing of the ra-

cial achievement gap.     
 WHHS AP English 
teacher Lisa Silverman 

offered that she regularly 
studies and teaches Afri-

can American literature to 
her students so that  the 

perspective plays a role in 
her own as well as all of 

her students‟ literary ex-
posure.  

 H a v i n g  t h i s 
„Courageous Conversa-

tion‟ has already begun to 
yield  proactive strategies 

that can positively effect 
the academic outcomes 

for our scholars. 

 In recent years 

the federal legislation of 
No Child Left Behind has 

shed light on a substantial 
achievement gap that ex-

ists between African 
American and Latino stu-

dents and European and 
Asian American students 
in the U.S.   It is an issue 

that has been discussed, 
and examined and still yet 

remains unsolved.  De-
spite remaining an unan-

swered issue it is now one 
that is an aspect of state 

mandated Pennsylvania 
teacher evaluations.  

 Recognizing this,  
DSP Program Director 

Reginald Hickman, took  
the initiative to create a 

way to engage members of 
the Woodland Hills High 

School and Junior High 
School staff in conversa-
tions about race in the 

U.S. educational system 

through their  Professional 
Learning Communities, 

(PLCs).  Following Mr. 
Hickman‟s design the DSP 

staff has built the frame-
work for this discussion 

around the exercises and 
reflections of the book 
„Courageous Conversa-

tions About Race:  A Field 
Guide for Attaining Equity 

in Schools‟ by Glenn E. 
Singleton and Curtis Lin-

ton.   
 The DSP staff‟s 

goal in the PLCs, as it is 
stated in ‟Courageous 

Conversations‟,  “...is to 
move teachers beyond 

acknowledging the racial 
achievement gap towards 

developing strategies to 
eliminate it.  The conver-

sations have engaged 
Woodland Hills teachers 
in a discussion that offers 
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“We believe that the ability 

to truly listen to and 

converse with each other 

will help educators improve 

education for all children.”   

 

Glenn  E. Singleton 

Curtis Linton 

Authors of 

Courageous Conversations 

About Race:  A Field Guide 

for Attaining Equity in 

Schools 

 

“...An excellent 

program...we 

should do it once 

a week.  The kids 

had fun and they 

were there for 

three hours and 

didn‟t even know 

it.” 
Marlene Saunders 

Mother of    

Miles and Kobe 

Saunders 



“1st & 10”:  6th Grade Delany Scholars 

Chart Academic Progress with “Gridiron Goal Setting”© 

Jr. High DSP After School Tutoring Yields Progress and  Camaraderie  

Setting” is a simulation of 

the sport of football our 
scholars are deep into 

competition with their 

brother schools.   

 Each of the sixth 
grade DSP representatives 

are highly motivated to 
c l a i m  t h e m s e l v e s 
‟Champions‟ by taking pos-

session of the “Gridiron 
Goal Setting” Trophy at 

the end of the school year.  
As of the end of the first 

report period, Fairless 
Elementary is in first place 

with Edgewood Elemen-
tary in second place fol-

lowing closely behind by  
only a razor thin margin 

second.    

 “Ten seconds left 

in the game, you‟re down 
by six and it‟s fourth and 

goal on your opponents 
12 yard line.  What play 

are you going to run to 

cross the goal line?   

 No its not a play 
by play of a Wolverine 
football play-off game.  

What it is though is an 
academic goal setting 

game named “Gridiron 
Goal Setting” © designed 

by the DSP staff for our 
sixth grade scholars.  The 

aim of this  game of 
chance is to stress their 

decision making process 
and sense of commitment 

to short and long term 

goals.   

 Each player has 

their own game board, a 
simulation of the gridiron, 

and a set of game time 
circumstances based on 

their actual academic 
standing, which deter-

mines their field position 
and short and long term 
goals.  The means to gain 

yardage are a pair of dice 
and a select group of op-

tions, centered around 
sound academic practices, 

to choose from. 

 The game is ongo-

ing and is used as a means 
by our scholars to moni-

tor their academic pro-
gress both as individuals 

and as teammates.  Al-
though “Gridiron Goal 

grade students together to 

form study groups and to 
receive academic assis-

tance from the DSP and 
Junior High School Staff.  

In recent weeks 6th—8th 
grade DSP scholars from 

the Woodland Hills Acad-
emy have successfully 
joined the study group 

solidifying a more expan-
sive environment of aca-

demic focus and friend-

ship.  

  Accord ing  to 
WHJS Principal Dawn 

Golden “ It‟s refreshing to 
see the boys engaged in  

education after regular 

school hours.” 

 Making the grade 

through dedication and a 
rigorous academic work 

ethic is one of the chief 
mottos of a Delany 

Scholar.  This means that 
as a student our young 

men are going to have to 
go that extra mile.  The 
DSP  holds  these stan-

dards high and are stead-
fast to hold our scholars 

to them as well.   

 Conversely we 

also realize that for many 
junior high school aged 

students they are much 
more likely to embrace a 

daunting challenge, such as 
achieving a scholarly GPA 

of 3.5, with support not 

only from us as adults but 
from their peer group as 

well. Considering this and 
the need to facilitate a 

working academic and 
mentoring relationship 

with our scholars the DSP 
staff organized group af-
terschool tutoring at 

Woodland Hills Junior 

High School, (WHJS). 

 In place now for 
the better part of two 

months the group tutoring 
sessions have regularly 

met after school on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 

3:00 to 4:00 p.m.  The idea 
was to bring 7th and 8th 
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Delany Scholars Program Fa-

cilitator Marlon Youngblood 

gives Edgewood Elementary 

Scholars instructions on what 

strategies to employ to move 

down the field and meet their 

short and long term academic 

goals. 

 

 The aim of this game of 

chance is to stress their decision 
making process and sense of 

commitment to short and long 

term goals. 

Above DSP Asst. Dir. Mike Morris 

offers academic support to  DSP 

Scholar Bruce Saverly.   Below DSP 

Scholars break from their studies to 

pose for the camera. 



       DSP Scholars On the Move  

 One goal of the 

DSP Newsletter is to high-

light the ongoing progress 

and efforts of our scholars.  

In this  ongoing column we 

will be highlighting a selec-

tion of students who‟s ef-

forts embody the spirit and 

work ethic of a Delany 

Scholar.  Here is the pre-

mier list of DSP Scholars 

On the Move:  

  

GPA of 3.5 or Better 

 

Woodland Hills HS 

Ninth Grade 

Micah Acrie, 9th Gr 

Woodland Hills Jr. HS 

Seventh Grade 

Jihan Denson 

Michael Hill Jr. 

Sheldon Johnson 

Raemon Prunty 

Shayne Williams 
 

Eighth Grade 

Lamar Russ 
 

 WH Academy  

Eighth Grade 

Malek King 

Kobie Kyles 

 

The Goal of the Delany Scholars Program 

The Delany Scholars Program is an initiative in the 

Woodland Hills School District funded by a grant 

from the Heinz Endowment..  The purpose of the 

Delany Scholars Program is to guide more African 

American male students towards honors and gifted 

level classes as well as to create a sustainable aca-

demic environment that will facilitate a growth of 

these students in this area through curriculum 

changes and staff development.  

“Our elevation 

must be the re-

sult of self-efforts 

and work or our 

own hands. 

Martin R.  

Delany 

Abolitionist/

Scholar/Civil War 

Officer 

Seventh Grade  

James McCoy IV 

Armani Orbinger 

Marquice Scott-Ford 
 

Sixth Grade 

Jaeden Chapman 

Corey Williams Jr. 
 

Edgewood Elementary 

Sixth Grade 

Anthony Bullock-

Meredith 

Darwin Crowe 

Marquise Gibson 

Bryant Johnson 

Jeremiah Mitchell 
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2340 Greensburg Pike 

Phone: 412-731-1300 

Fax: 412-731-2974 

Delany Scholars Program Staff 

 

Reginald Hickman:  Program Director  

hickre@whsd.net 

412-731-1300 (ext. 0177) 

 

Michael Morris: Assistant Director  

morrmi@whsd.net 

 

412-731-1300 (ext. 175) 
 

Marlon Youngblood:  Program Facilitator  

younma@whsd.net 

412-731-1300 (ext. 0174) 

Fairless Elementary 

Sixth Grade 

Malachi Acrie 

Maurice White 
 

Wilkins Elementary  

Sixth Grade 

Dajohn Cosby 

Francisco Jones 
 

Schaffer Elementary 

Sixth Grade 

Asuane Guest 

Kristifer Jones 
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